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Poetry: “Me – a thumb print” 
 
Rainy days, water pattering on the windows.   Warm summer nights, the lingering smells of bug spray and sunscreen. Pointing out what I see in the vast, expansive sky. These are the memories of my childhood.  
Waking up to the bright sunlight bleeding through my window on a Saturday morning. The smell of freshly made French toast. Late nights at basketball and softball games, sweat and dirt mixed on my skin. Tired eyes closing after a long day at school, eager to sleep in the next morning. My favorite parts of now.  
I miss the times when things were simpler.  When there wasn’t a care in the world. When I could sleep in every Saturday.  There were no busy days. Laughter filled every moment and smiles were constant. Racing go-carts with my brother.  Reading late at night with my mom, begging for one more book. Those moments define who I have become and who I will be ten years from now.  
I can’t wait to see where life takes me. The experiences I will have.  The memories I will make.  The people I will meet. I have hope for a bright future.  More days filled with warm smiles and laughter. Many beautiful days ahead waiting to be discovered. Waiting for a shy little girl to step forward and claim her next great adventure. For her to grow and realize who she is. 

Creative Process: 
I wrote this poem for my English 

I poetry project.  It was initially in the 
shape of a thumb print as it was 
supposed to be a poem about me.  As I 
thought about what I could write about 
myself, I was stumped.  I expected 
writing it to be easy since I am a writer.  
I finally figured that I would write about 
what has made me who I am and how I 
miss what life was like when I was little.  
I thought back on my favorite memories 
from my childhood and wrote them 
down.  I put all my thoughts together 
about my feelings and put them into 
the poem. 
 I’ve always loved poetry, so 
when I found out I would be writing five 
poems for my project, I was really 
excited.  I wanted to have depth to the 
poem, so I didn’t just write about my 
favorite things.  I wanted to share 
experiences that had made me who I 
am today.  I also tied in how I see 
myself as I have grown over the years.  
Even though I usually write fiction, I 
loved writing the poem.  Once I was 
finished, I was slow to let anyone else 
read it.  But when I turned in my poems 
to my English teacher, she told me she 
loved it.  My mom read it and said she 
liked it as well.  Even now they are the 



Madison P. Garfield County 4-H Oklahoma What Do YOU See?  


